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respected. He became chaplain to the Countess
Dowager of Buchan, he was presented with the
freedom of Perth, his congregations were crowded
and attentive : but the Scotch, nurtured on theo-
logical discussion, would not receive justifying
faith, the assurance of grace, and the possibility
of sinless perfection (in Christ) ; " they knew too
much," Wesley commented, " therefore they
could learn nothing." They obstinately refused
to fall down as though dead. Distinguished visi-
tors were no compensation for this failure to strike
fire, even if they included Boswell, armed with
a letter from Dr. Johnson on the score that
" worthy and religious men should be acquainted
with each other," for Johnson liked Wesley and
his conversation, complaining only that the dog
always had to be off somewhere and would never
stay to fold his legs and talk. The acquaintance,
however, did not develop : Boswell could not be
convinced by Wesley's proofs of the existence of
a ghost which was then making some stir.

This, indeed, was to get Wesley on the raw, for
the common attitude towards ghosts was disap-
pointing. The scepticism of most men was such
that they would not accept them, though what was
worse was the sad growth of disbelief in witches,
in spite of the evidence for their existence being so
irrefutable. There were other trifling set-backs.
For instance, Dr. Madan, whose work as a
preacher had once been so much blessed, flourish-
ingly produced a treatise in favour of polygamy,